Petition to Start a New Student Organization

Guidelines:
Follow these steps to assure an effective start to your new organization!
A. Complete the attached petition

B. Determine the name of the organization

C. Determine the purpose (goals/objectives) of the prospective organization

D. Take the signatures of at least 8 prospective members on the petition. You should also obtain their contact information for your files. 

E. Contact an interested faculty or staff member as a possible advisor to your organization.  He/she should sign the petition. The role of the advisor is described more completely in the Student Organization Manual.
F. After submitting the petition the proposed organization is allowed a maximum of three campus space reservations for organizing purposes only. In the event that the organization requires additional meeting times, the request will be left to the discretion of the Student Activities Office. The prospective organization is also allowed a three month period of posting for recruitment purposes. Organizations are not eligible to receive college funding or to host events until they receive official recognition.  
G. Meet with a Student Activities professional staff member to discuss and gain approval for the petition.  
H. If your petition is approved, complete the “new student organization recognition” packet (available in the Student Activities Office and online). This form will require the following information: 



- one paragraph description of the prospective organization



- a timeline of development for the organization



- a clear set of  bylaws for the prospective organization (sample bylaws are 


   available in the Office of Student Activities)



- names and contact information for the membership and Advisor



- optional request for Student Government Association affiliation and funding

I.
Schedule a second meeting with a Student Activities professional staff member to review 
the completed new organization recognition packet.

J.
Once the bylaws and the recognition packet are approved, the organization will be 
officially recognized by the College and should complete a “Student Organization 
Registration” form. 

Petition

We, the undersigned students, hereby petition the Student Activities Office of Gwynedd-Mercy College to recognize:

_____________________________________________________________________

(Organization Name)

Membership in this organization shall be open to all students regardless of race, creed, religion, national origin, or age who are in good disciplinary and academic standing. Activities of this organization shall be in accordance with the mission of Gwynedd-Mercy College, the policies and procedures of the college, and the policies and procedures of the Student Activities Office.

Please return this petition to the Student Activities Office where it will be reviewed by a professional staff member.

Membership List
The sole purpose of the membership list is to determine student interest in the proposed student organization.  Proposed organizations should have at least eight members before considering being recognized by the Student Activities Office.

1._________________________________2._________________________________

3._________________________________4._________________________________

5._________________________________6._________________________________

7._________________________________8._________________________________

___________________________________    ________________________________

Student Coordinator


          Coordinator’s Phone Number

___________________________________    ________________________________

Advisor’s signature



Date of Application

___________________________________   (   ) Approved

(   ) Rejected

Student Development Staff



Please Attach: One paragraph outlining this groups purpose, goals, or objectives.


