Dear Parent 

Gwynedd-Mercy College is taking every precaution to reduce the risk of swine flu contamination.  This letter contains information about how the College will address the H1N1 pandemic.

The College will follow guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control. As recommended by the CDC, any students diagnosed with swine flu will be required to return home. If immediate arrangements cannot be made to travel home, students will be allowed to wait in a designated area for up to 24 hours while they await transportation home.   Caregivers called “Flu buddies” will ensure that students receive food, course assignments, and medicine while awaiting transportation home.  If your son/daughter cannot attend classes, they will be excused if they have been diagnosed with the virus.   Campus Health will check on students through room visits, as well as phone calls and e-mails while they await transportation home..

While we will not offer a swine flu vaccination, we will be offering the flu vaccine during the last week in October, and we encourage all students to receive it. Additionally, flu prevention information alerts, and updates will be sent to the campus community through e-mail, campus publications and the College web site.  A flu education campaign has been initiated to inform the community about hygiene and best practices to prevent infection.  All campus restrooms are equipped with soap dispensers and campus campaigns encourage hand washing. We have a physician on campus twice a week and students may make an appointment to see him at no cost should they exhibit any symptoms of the flu. 
We need to depend on the students to monitor their own health situations, and to seek out help when needed. We are prepared to help them to make this difficult time go as smoothly as possible. The College Emergency Response Team will continue to monitor the pandemic and compile and disseminate information as it is received.

 Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact Campus Health at 215/646-7300, extension 306 or 445.  For more information, please go to the College web site at www.gmc.edu.  Thank you.

Cheryl Lynn Horsey, PhD

Vice President for Student Services

